How then can they be ready enthusiastically to
obstruct the Japanese who are chasing this detested Raj,
especially when the Japanese are saying, " It is not you
we have come to fight." But I have found the villagers
ready to take up the position of neutrality. That is
to say, they would leave the Japanese to pass over
their fields and villages, and try as far as possible
not to come in contact with them. They would hide
their foodstuffs and money, and decline to serve the
Japanese. But even that much resistance would be
difficult to obtain in some parts, the dislike of the
British Raj being so great, that anything anti-British
will be welcomed wkh open arms. I feel we have
got to try and gauge the maximum resistance which
the average inhabitants may be expected to put up
and maintain, and make that our definite stand. A
steady, long sustained stand, though not cent per
cent resistance, will be more effective in the long run
than a stiff stand, which quickly breaks.
This maximum sustainable stand which we may
expect from the average people is probably:
1.  To resist firmly, and mostly  non-violently, the
commandeering by the Japanese   of any land, houses,
or movable property.
2.  To render no forced labour to the Japanese.
3.  Not   to   take   up   any   sort   of   administrative
service under the Japanese.
(This may be hard to control in connection with
some types of city people, Government opportunists
and Indians brought in from other parts.)
4.  To buy nothing from the Japanese.
5.  To refuse their currency and any effort on their
part at setting up a Raj,
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